
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Families,  
 
I hope that you are enjoying your summer thus far and making lots of fun summer memories! 
Perhaps, here and there, your minds are starting to fill up with thoughts of what the upcoming 
school year will hold for your child. My mind is certainly filling up with lots and lots of engaging 
and academic plans for the year ahead.  As many of you know, this will be my first year as a 
1st grade teacher.  I am truly excited to teach this grade level! 
 
Just like kindergarten, first grade will be a year of growth for your child.  Your child will progress 
at his or her own rate, acquiring skills as he or she is developmentally ready.  Together, we will 
embrace and celebrate all of the successful moments and gains that your child makes.  In 
addition, maintaining each child's self-esteem while he or she is developing skills is a top 
priority for me as I am sure that it is for you. I want each child to continue to enjoy school, love 
learning, be proud of himself or herself and to be happy. 
 
Also, I pride myself in having my classroom feel open and inviting. For the students, I want the 
classroom to feel like a home away from home.  For the parents and family members, I want 
you to always feel welcome into the classroom, too.  Lastly, I believe that open communication 
helps us to meet each child’s needs.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions 
or concerns throughout the school year and I will do the same.  With a welcoming class 
environment and positive communication, we will serve your child well.  
 
On the first day of school, I will be sending home a questionnaire for you to fill out to give me 
some insight, too.  This questionnaire is designed to help me learn a little more about your child 
as the school year starts.  It will help me focus on specific areas, alert me to sensitivities or 
needs, and allow me to assess and enrich strengths.  In advance, I appreciate your help and 
honesty with this questionnaire.  Please send it in with your child by the end of our first week of 
school.  Thank you! 
 
A detailed letter will come home on the first day of school listing the times for our lunch, snack, 
and specials, too.  Please be sure to check the virtual backpack on the school home page for 
important information throughout the year, too.  In addition, each week, there will be a Weekly 
Newsletter with the details of what is transpiring in first grade and Room #303.  
 
If your child does not bring lunch, he or she may buy lunch in the cafeteria.  Each child has an 
identification number that will remain his or her own throughout their academic careers.  If you 
do not know it, I can provide it for you.  It is best to commit it to memory, if possible, for both 



you and your child.  You are welcome to go online to add funds to your child’s lunch account, 
send in a check, or send cash for that day’s lunch.  
 
In addition, the children will have snack daily for about ten minutes.   This will be a time to 
regroup, recharge, and finish up any work that they may need to complete.  The definitive 
snack time will be announced once the schedule is determined.   Lastly, we may have physical 
education class on the first day of school, so please have your child dress accordingly.  As 
noted, I will notify you of the schedule for our specials in the letter that comes home on the 
first day of school.  
 
When time permits, please refer to the supply list that was in your child’s report card envelope 
in June or you can find it on the district’s website.   Please label all materials except for the 
pencils and glue sticks.  The hard plastic pencil box should only contain 3 pencils, 2 glue sticks, 2 
dry erase markers, 2 highlighters, scissors and crayons.  All other supplies will be collected and 
we will keep them until they need to be replenished.  I will provide specific labels for the 
notebooks and folders the first week of school.  Please send the supplies for the year based on 
the following schedule: 
 
Tuesday- 2 folders, hard plastic pencil box with contents listed above,  

earbuds/ headphones 
Wednesday- soft pocket pouch with the remaining pencils,  glue sticks, liquid glue,  

crayons, tissues 
Thursday- remaining highlighters, dry erase markers, eraser, markers, colored pencils 
Friday- 3 composition books, paint pallet, post-its, Ziploc bags, wipes, optional roll of  

paper towels 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. The telephone 
number at school is 791-4300. You may also email me at mshannon@portjeffschools.org. 
Thank you for sharing your child with me this year. I know we are going to have a wonderful 
year together! 
 
Yours truly,  
Marissa Shannon 


