
 

Dear 4th Grader, 

 

 Welcome to fourth grade! My name is Mrs. Pelkonen, and I will be your new teacher. 

I hope you had two fun-filled months and are as excited about the new school year as I am. 

While I did get away to Nantucket this summer, what I have enjoyed most is exploring our 

hometown of Northport with my children, Maddy and Chase.  Maddy is six and Chase is 

four, and they do a great job keeping me busy and smiling. Pretty soon I will be back at 

school, setting up for our fabulous fourth grade class. This is my 13th year in 4th grade! 

(Well, 14th if you count the year I was actually a 4th grader like you.) Before my time at 

Scraggy, I spent five years as a 4th grade teacher in Palm Beach County, Florida. In 2006, 

I started teaching 4th grade in Port Jefferson but back then I was known as Miss Berg. I 

also taught 5th grade and SEAL here at Scraggy.  I keep coming back to 4th grade though 

because I genuinely love it. There are so many exciting topics to explore! 

 

     We truly have so much to look forward to! In Math, we will use manipulatives to solve 

challenging problems and use technology for independent practice. Did you memorize your 

facts yet?  We will begin our fact quizzes on the laptops right away so you may want to 

break out those flashcards. We will start with addition. That might sound easy but don’t 

be fooled because you will need to be quick! When you feel ready, challenge someone in 

your family to a flashcard duel where whoever says the answer the fastest gets the card. 

The person with the most cards is the winner.  If you don’t have flashcards, you can print 

some online. This year we will delve into fractions and become experts at long division.  We 

will even use scales to solve algebraic equations!  Math is one of my favorite subjects 

because it is often challenging and overcoming a challenge can be incredibly rewarding.  I 

hope you come to understand that feeling this year. 

 

     Have you ever written an article? Good news! This year we will publish our own class 

magazine.  We will also learn some really useful techniques and skills to help us become 

better writers, like how to create captivating story leads and how to organize a powerful 

essay. In addition to personal essays and nonfiction articles, we will write fiction stories, 

literary essays, and learn how to do research and either write what we learn in our own 

words or quote another author. To prepare for Writer’s Workshop in fourth grade, please 

choose one of your sturdy marble notebooks and decorate the back and front with photos, 

pictures, words, and phrases that showcase YOU, what you love, and what you find 

inspiring. It might be a good idea to ask an adult to help you put clear contact paper or 

clear packaging tape on top to preserve all of your clippings. 

 

 



   

 

 

 

I have a feeling that Social Studies and Science are going to be two of your 

favorite subjects!  We will study some really exciting topics like Explorers and the 

Revolutionary War.  Did you know that a group of spies who worked for General George 

Washington were located in Setauket, the town right next to Port Jefferson?!  History 

can be so fascinating, especially when such important events took place right next door! 

You are going to explore some cool science experiments as we learn all about states of 

matter, weathering, organisms, electricity, simple machines and even work with your 

friends to solve some STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) challenges.  Do 

you know what an electromagnet is?  We are sure to find out this year! 

 

     During Reader’s Workshop, we will study many different genres, such as poetry, 

historical fiction, fantasy, and nonfiction. We have a library full of fun books!  Have you 

ever joined a book club? You will this year!  For Book Clubs, you will get to read, discuss, 

and celebrate a book with a group of your peers (and your teacher, of course!)  Reading 

just might be your favorite part of the day!  My favorite thing to do in the summer is relax 

by the pool with a cold glass of lemonade and a historical fiction novel. I can’t wait to see 

what kind of books you enjoy so please remember to bring your reading log on the first day 

of school.  

 

      Aside from a big smile and an enthusiasm for learning, there are just a few more 

things that I am asking you to bring to fourth grade.  You will find a supply list enclosed 

with this letter. Honestly, I have enough freezer bags so you can disregard those. If you 

are not sure about an item on the list, don't worry, you can either wait and see examples 

on the first day of school or check out the photos on our website which you can access 

from the staff directory on the Port Jefferson School District page. Please have these 

items (labeled with your name) in school by Friday, September 6th so we can get 

organized. Finally, feel free to bring in a fresh fruit or vegetable for snack each day this 

year.  You may have heard that fourth grade is tough, but don’t worry because if you work 

hard and try your best, you will be successful.  I will be there if you ever need any help. 

Enjoy the rest of your summer, and I will see you on September 3rd in room 406! 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Mrs. Pelkonen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


