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Dear Port Jefferson Families, 

 

Thank you for your patience and support as we navigate through this challenging time. With changing information 

being provided by elected officials and representatives from the healthcare industry on a daily basis, we have 

continued to communicate the most up-to-date messages to our school community. We have been working 

collaboratively with our Board of Education, administrators, and teachers to plan for our distance learning 

opportunities for our students. The following letter hopes to clarify and outline expectations regarding the 

distance learning model that will be implemented on Monday, March 30, 2020.  

 

Beginning Monday, teachers will be providing one lesson per day for each of their classes. Lessons may vary in 

content and approach depending on the subject being taught. Teachers will host synchronous and/or 

asynchronous instructional activities. Lessons will be posted daily or through the use of a weekly calendar; 

individual teachers will be communicating with parents in regard to their preferred method of posting the assigned 

lessons. In addition, there will be “office hours” where parents and students can contact their teachers for 

assistance. Please recognize that nothing can replace the experience your children have in our schools. Distance 

learning will never be able to exactly replicate a traditional schedule for your children. As we venture into this 

new reality, we thank you for your continued support and flexibility. We will work collaboratively to continually 

reassess our plans and adjust as necessary.  

 

A drafted schedule has been created to help manage this type of learning, recognizing the tremendous difficulty 

this scenario presents for many of our families (working from home while children are engaged in learning). We 

understand this schedule may not work for every family, but it is our attempt to ensure students in multiple 

courses are not overburdened during the same time frame. A copy of the schedule for each of the buildings is 

attached to this correspondence. Please contact your building principal with any questions pertaining to the 

schedule and class assignments.  

 

As the third quarter draws to an end for the middle school and high school students, there may be some concerns 

about grades due to the closure. Administrators and teachers have been working together and agreed to extend 

the third quarter by two weeks so that students can submit their work. Currently, the third quarter is due to end 

on Friday, April 3, 2020; our plan extends the third quarter until Friday, April 17, 2020. The fourth quarter will 

begin on Monday, April 20, 2020. We are still awaiting a decision from the State with regards to the Regents 

exams, and as soon as we have more information, we will share that information with you. 



 

 

Today, Governor Cuomo announced that school closure is extended to April 15, 2020. Given this new timeline, 

distance learning will be suspended on Thursday, April 9, 2020 and Friday, April 10, 2020 for religious 

observances. Please continually check the Port Jefferson School District website and Facebook page for 

additional changes to our scheduled calendar events. We also have added a Frequently Asked Questions page 

to our District website providing specific information with regards to Driver Education, the Parent Portal, AP 

Exams and other pertinent information. This page will also be continually updated as we receive information.  

 

Our students' well-being is always a priority and we want to encourage you to reach out to your building support 

staff and principal to assist you during this trying time. Students may not always express their fears or anxiety; 

however, should you notice a change in their behavior, let us know.  We are here for you. We are in this together.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jessica Schmettan 

Superintendent 

 

 

 

 

 

 


