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Dear Senior Parent/Guardian:

Welcome to your child’s senior year at Earl L. Vandermeulen High School! This is likely to be an exciting, yet challenging
year for both you and your child. In addition to continuing their focus on academic growth and achievement, seniors will
also be investigating colleges and/or employment options, preparing and completing applications, taking or re-taking
college entrance exams, and ultimately making choices about life after graduation from high school. We are here to assist
you with the process in many ways.

On September 15th and 16th, the high school counselors met with your child to help them understand the college
application process, review all required paperwork, and establish the necessary online accounts to accomplish college
application tasks. We will now begin meeting with your child to provide further guidance focusing on their individual needs.
If you would like to be a part of this meeting, please contact the Counseling Office at 791-4457 or 791-4458 as soon as
possible to schedule an appointment.  For your convenience, appointments can be in person or virtual.

There are several important items to be aware of as you assist your child in the college application and decision-making
process.

● We have set up a Google Classroom with resources for the college application process, as well as
required forms.  Your child has been invited to join the Classroom.

● Please complete the enclosed parent brag sheet. For your convenience a digital version can be found in
our Google Classroom (your child can provide you access) or you can request a digital version by
emailing your child’s counselor. Your feedback provides some “inside information” about your child. The
information you provide will be reviewed to create a more genuine and personal letter of recommendation
on your child’s behalf.

● Please register for SAT and ACT exams if needed.  Students are required to register directly with the
testing agency. SAT registration can be found at www.collegeboard.org; ACT registration can be found at
www.act.org.

● Please refer to the senior year timeline posted on our Counseling Center webpage and in the Google
Classroom. This month by month checklist can help students and parents stay on track during this busy
time.

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/


While many students have been busy investigating and visiting prospective colleges, it is not too late! Autumn is a great
season for researching campuses and narrowing your list of schools. We have several events and opportunities of which
to make you aware:

● Individual college representatives will be both meeting with our students in person and virtually throughout
the fall.  Students may opt to meet with any of these representatives by signing up on Naviance.

● ELVHS will host a college fair on Thursday, October 13th from 7-8 p.m.  More details about this evening
will be sent home shortly.

● We will be hosting a Financial Aid Night on Thursday, October 20 th.  More details about this evening will be
sent home shortly.  Students may begin filling out their FAFSA form as of October 1.  All changes and
updates to FAFSA will be discussed at this presentation.

We are excited about the coming year and look forward to assisting you in any way to make your child’s senior year a
positive experience.

Sincerely yours,

Kathi Galvin
Kerri Neligon
School Counselors


