
Teacher Hero: Mr. Rosen

by Olivia Weldon

By Grace Swords

On March 18th and 19th, the Port Jefferson Drama Club 
performed All Shook Up, an Elvis Presley inspired musical based 
off a book written by Joe Dipietro.This energetic musical was 
performed by Ryan Worrell, Jessie Gray, Bridget Yost, Michael 
Ruggiero, Nick Fedler and Parris Garant. Sadly next year we will 
be losing Jessie, Nick, and Parris, who have been an essential part 
of the drama club. Jessie will be heading to the University of 
Delaware, Nick is still undecided, but will major in broadcast 
journalism and Parris Garant, who became an immediate star her 
first year on stage, will be continuing her career in the music 
industry. Countless senior crew and cast will also be truly missed 
as they head into the next stage of their lives. (cont. p. 4)

                   
  

Purple Parrot 

By Grace Swords

About seven years ago, Mr. Rosen received the news that his 
mother was sick and that organ donation was an option for a cure. The 
odds of getting an organ from a deceased person were so slim that Mr. 
Rosen decided to take matters into his own hands. Mr. Rosen proceeded 
to take both physical and psychological tests to see if he was qualified to 
donate part of his liver to his mom. These tests included getting scanned 
both internally and externally as well as getting his blood tested. Not only 
did Mr. Rosen need to get his blood tested in the beginning, he had to get 
his blood tested six times between August and December, the last one 
being an hour before the surgery. He also had to donate blood to himself 
prior to the surgery because the procedure caused him to lose a lot of 
blood and his own blood was then transfused back into his body.(cont.p.4)

Follow us! instagram:@PurpleParrotPJ
twitter: @PurpleParrotPJ

Graduating Seniors from the Drama Club and Stage Crew during the production of “All Shook Up”
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GYOTAKU: Japanese for Fun by Ryan Walsh

               It’s three days before break and the marine biology 
students shuffle into the drawing and painting room, not really 
knowing what to expect. Mrs. Morgan begins by explaining what 
they will be doing for the next three days. Students will be given a 
fish and begin the creation of their very own Gyotaku printing, a 
traditional Japanese practice (photo top left) of printing fish in order 
to document their size, which has evolved into an art form since the 
mid-1800s. She shows the class a fish that she had printed years 
before with the 6th grade science teacher, after he caught it on a 
fishing trip.
             Mrs. Morgan shows the students proper technique for 
inking the fish, too much ink will block out details, however not 
enough ink won’t yield any. Once finished inking, Mrs. Morgan 
explains how to properly prepare the paper for printing by 
moistening it with a water gun. The students looking on hold their 
breath in anticipation as she presses the paper onto the inked fish 
(photo top middle).
           The students take to inking their fake fish with vigor and 
determination, hoping that their print can match the quality of the 
prints of the Japanese artists of the 1800s. It is now the last day of 
school before winter break, the same students who came into the 
Drawing and Painting room just three days earlier with an attitude 
of curiosity are now fully engaged in their art and intent on creating 
a masterpiece (photo top right).

 

By Olivia Weldon     

    On a cold Saturday in January,  I visited the newly opened Chick-Fil-A on 347.  
The prices of the food are average or slightly higher than other fast food places, but I 
feel the quality of the food is better.  After placing my order, I was given a cup to place 
at my table, so that I could be served. 

  When I arrived at an open table (which was hard to find), there were fresh 
flowers placed on all of the tables throughout the restaurant. I ordered a regular Chick-
Fil-A sandwich and shake, the food arrived in less than a minute, and the shake came 
in less than two. 

   The chicken does not appear to be processed, and it didn’t taste like it either.  
The chicken is actually extremely good, and well worth the wait.  There is also a 
multitude of sauces you are able to get with your sandwich. As for the shake, it is to die 
for! My advice? You might as well pay the extra few bucks to get the shake rather than 
the combo. While the shake is thick, it is still drinkable and highly enjoyable. The 
shakes are also topped with whipped cream and a cherry. Also, if you need a refill, just 
take off your cap and they’ll refill it for you.  

   As I was leaving the restaurant, an employee actually came over to me and 
threw out the garbage I was about to throw out.  By the time we left, the line was even 
longer, and there is no reason to speculate why. Overall Chick-Fil-A is not your ordinary 
fast food place, and is definitely worth the trip. 
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by Grace Swords
  The Port Jefferson Girls’ soccer team made history this season by becoming the first 

girls’ sports team to win a state title in Port Jefferson. With amazing chemistry, this varsity squad 
returned to Cortland on November 15th, 2015 for another run at a state title. In 2014, the girls’ 
soccer team fell short in the finals when they were defeated by Bronxville 3-0. Coming back this 
year, the girls were ready to claim a title; and that’s exactly what they did. The girls ended the 
season undefeated, 12-0 in league play with an average of a five goal margin in every game. 
Coached by Allyson Wolff and Michelle Aponte, the girls’ soccer team ended the 2015 season 
feeling nothing but satisfaction. This hardworking teams consists of all-star athletes. These players 
include Corinne Scannell and Alexa Wakefield who were awarded All-League, Olivia Love and 
Katie Connolly who were awarded All-Conference, and Brittany Fazin, Clare O’Connor, and Jillian 
Colucci who were awarded All-County.    
                  This roster also included three all state players including senior midfielder Olivia Love, 
junior midfielder Brittany Fazin, and junior forward Clare O’Connor. Port Jeff also gained their first 
All- American girls’ soccer player, Jillian Colucci. Along with being awarded all American, Jillian 
also received New York State Class C Player of the Year. The praise and acknowledgement for 
winning the Class C State Title is still continuing. The girls even had the chance to meet Senator 
LaValle, where they were rewarded with a proclamation on their achievement. The team also will 
be recognized for all of their hard work at the second Annual High School Competition Night at 
Yankee Stadium. They will also be attending a Cosmos game on April 3rd, where they will be 
sitting on the bench with the team and will be acknowledged as the Class C State Champions. 
Heading into next season, the girls will be saying goodbye to Noelle Zimmermann and Olivia Love, 
who will be continuing to play in SUNY Plattsburgh. They hope to return to Cortland for another 
chance at a state title. 

       Come support your favorite Royals!
Date Time                Sport        Location
4/22 3:30 PM      Shelter Island @ Port Jefferson          V SOFTBALL       PJHS         

4/26 2:00 PM        Invitational @ Port Jefferson             V BOYS TRACK PJHS

4/26 10:00 AM  Southold @ Port Jefferson                    V BASEBALL PJHS

4/29 10:00 AM Southold @ Port Jefferson         V BASEBALL PJHS

4/30 10:00 AM Matt/Gpt/Shld @ Port Jefferson             LAX

                                                      VETERANS PARK            FIELD  # 4

5/3 4:00 PM        McGann-Mercy @ Port Jefferson     BOYS TRACK   PJHS

5/3 4:30 PM      Center Moriches @ Port Jefferson      V SOFTBALL PJHS

5/5 4:30 PM       McGann-Mercy @ Port Jefferson       V BASEBALL PJHS

5/6 4:30 PM       Mattituck @ Port Jefferson          V BASEBALL PJHS

5/9 4:30 PM       Babylon @ Port Jefferson         V BASEBALL PJHS

5/10 4:30 PM       Stony Brook @ Port Jefferson V GIRLS TRACK  PJHS

5/10 4:30 PM       Center Moriches @ Port Jefferson      V BASEBALL PJHS

5/10 4:30 PM      Mattituck @ Port Jefferson          V SOFTBALL          PJHS

5/11 4:30 PM   Southampton/Ross@ Port Jefferson     V BOYS LAX         PJHS

5/12 4:30 PM Ross @ Port Jefferson                         BOYS TRACK PJHS

5/12 4:30 PM Ross @ Port Jefferson                        V GIRLS TRACK PJHS         

5/12 4:30 PM Southold/Gpt @ Port Jefferson              V SOFTBALL PJHS            

SPORTS

PJ NATION
by Grace Swords   

PJ Nation just keeps on winning. The Port Jefferson  wrestling team began their season in mid-November with a young and hopeful roster. With the 
help of head coach Mike Maletta, and the dedication and drive within each and every wrestler, they ended the season with eleven All County Wrestlers, three 
County Champs, and one State Champ. I headed  up to see the Nation battle on February 26.  I was lucky enough to see Ricky D’Elia (99 lbs.), Joey Evangelista 
(120 lbs.), and Matteo DeVincenzo (126 lbs.)(pictured left) all compete for the Division II State Title in Albany, New York. D’Elia and Evangelista fell short of going 
all the way, but left with the experience of a lifetime and strive to be back there next year. Matteo DeVincenzo left Albany devastated last year, falling short of 
another state title, but this year left with complete satisfaction. His outlook and determination helped him to achieve this year’s success. As DeVincenzo’s senior 
year come to an end, he leaves the nation a two-time State Champion and four time All-State wrestler, with 148 wins. Matteo leaves the nation a legacy. While 
interviewing Coach Maletta, he raved about the talent Matteo brings to the table, inspiring both the coaching staff and other wrestlers. “Coaches don’t get athletes 
like that all the time, some people coach their whole career and never have a Matteo.” Matteo will be leaving the nation in the fall to continue wrestling at 

Princeton University.                              
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SHAKING THINGS UP!  (cont from pg. 1) The musical was about a hot, young boy named 
Chad, played by Ryan Worrell, who shows up in a deadbeat town and immediately 
begins ‘shaking things up’.  Because of his presence, love triangles, or maybe even love 
squares begin to form. This town, desperate of cupid's arrows, turns into a town with 
wedding bells, forbidden love, mistaken love, and people sacrificing for love. All Shook 
Up  taught us that love isn’t about looks, but rather what is in the inside. The drama 
department left the audience with their hearts aching and everyone on their iphones 
searching for the songs on iTunes. Best of luck to all the seniors, who we will miss daily 
in the coming year!                                                                                                                                                            

Teacher Hero (cont. from pg. 1)
In December, Mr. Rosen and his mom endured an eleven hour surgery in an adjacent 

operating room at a New York City hospital. The surgery involved taking out a portion of Mr.Rosen’s 
liver then attaching it to his mother’s. 

  Even though Mr.Rosen was nervous, never once did he second guess his decision, in 
fact he felt it was something he was “made to do.” During my interview with Mr. Rosen he said, “The 
fact that there is a one in five chance that if you have the same blood type as someone you can be 
a donor for them, and the fact that I had the same blood type as my mom, I felt this happened for a 
reason.” Following the successful surgery, Mr. Rosen and his mom were placed in Intensive Care 
for five days where they both had a one on one nurse.  Over the course of the next few weeks they 
focused on getting back on their feet, getting simple motor skills back, and gaining strength each 
passing day.   

     Still today, Mr. Rosen has not been able to throw a baseball like he used to; however, 
over the course of the next year, he is looking forward to a full recovery. In the end it was all worth 
it, because his mom is a completely different person now.  Mr. Rosen said, “I used to call my 
parents’ house and I would ask, “Hi mom, how are you?” Since the surgery, she answers 
energetically saying how great she is and the countless things she did that day. Even though Mrs. 
Rosen is recovering slowly, she is a completely different person, Thanks to Mr. Rosen’s bravery, 
compassion and love for his mother, he has truly given her a new lease on life. Mr.Rosen is a role-
model, an overall awesome guy, a hero on the baseball field and in the classroom. He is now a 
savior to his mom and an inspiration for all of us. 

Make sure to complete the organ donation section when you get your driver’s 
license- You too can be a hero!Shaking 

Across
3. School mascot
4. Scraggy the_____
5. The last name of the school nurse
7. Mrs. Anomolu's maiden name
11. Our New Principal’s last name
12. Last name of the School Librarian
13. Last name of the School Social Worker
14. Number of Fall Sports Teams at PJHS
16. Mrs. Pennino-_______
17. Shared last name of the Teachers of Art and Math
18. The assembly held for homecoming is called
Down
1. Earl L. _____
2. Guidance counselor if your name starts with a T
4. Class of 2017 and 2018 President
6. Teacher Hero
8. Port Jeff's version of kickball
9. Junior prom was held on April__, 2016
10. Junior Class Advisor
15. Teacher who runs the Investment Club

Across 3.King 4.seal 5. Federico 7. Johnson 11. Austen 12. LaSita 13. Britt 14.nine 17. 
Morgan 18. Peprally Down 1. Vandermeulen 2. Fallon 4. Scanell 6. Rosen 8. Rounders 9. 
Fifteenth 10. Gandolfo 15. Farenga 
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