
EARL L. VANDERMEULEN HIGH SCHOOL 
 

SUGGESTED SUMMER READING  
FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADES 11 and 12 

 
Though not part of the required reading for Grades 11 and 12, students are 
encouraged to read novels or texts that pique their interests, enlighten them on 
future career options, or simply engage their summer-soaked minds.  Below is a 
collection of both fiction and non-fiction texts that have earned some international 
acclaim.  Also, feel free to also visit the websites mentioned in the letter and the 
websites listed below for more comprehensive and updated lists: 
 
Modern Library: http://www.modernlibrary.com/top-100/100-best-nonfiction/ & 

                   http://www.modernlibrary.com/top-100/100-best-novels/ 
Time Magazine: http://time.com/3595139/top-10-fiction-books/ 
 
 
Angela’s Ashes  by Frank McCourt 

The author chronicles his impoverished childhood in Limerick, Ireland, in the 1930s and 
1940s, describing his father's alcoholism and talent for storytelling; the challenges and 
tragedies his mother faced, including the loss of three children; and his early experiences in 
the Catholic church, and balances painful memories with humor 
 

The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver   
Taylor Green remembers her childhood in rural Kentucky, and the story continues with her 
adventures in adopting a Native American child.  

 
Cold Mountain by Charles Frazier  

Inman, a wounded Civil War soldier, endures the elements.  He conquers his own weakness 
and infirmity to return to his sweetheart, Ada, who is fighting her own battle to survive 
while farming the mountainous North Carolina terrain. 

 
The Culture of Fear: why Americans are afraid of the wrong things, by Barry Glassner 

An examination of what we, as a culture, fear, and how that fear defines us.  
 

The Curious Incident of the Dog at Night-Time by Mark Haddon 
Despite his overwhelming fear of interacting with people, Christopher, a mathematically 
gifted autistic fifteen year-old boy, decides to investigate the murder of a neighbor’s dog and 
uncovers secret information about his mother 

 
Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton 

Tethered to his farm, first by helpless parents, later by his arguing, hypochondriac wife 
Zeena, Ethan Frome ekes out a living.  His hopes and dreams are rekindled when Zeena’s 
enchanting cousin, Mattie Silver comes to work at their home. 

 
Fast Food Nation: the dark side of the all-American meal, by Eric Schlosser 

This text explores how America’s fast food industry has helped to shape its culture.  It gives 
readers a truly interesting and thought-provoking glimpse into what defines us as 
Americans. 

http://www.modernlibrary.com/top-100/100-best-nonfiction/
http://www.modernlibrary.com/top-100/100-best-novels/
http://time.com/3595139/top-10-fiction-books/


 
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck  

This is a historical novel that details the desperate flight of tenant farmers from the 
Midwest during the depression. 

 
Meltdown: a race against nuclear disaster at three mile island, by Wilborn Hampton 

Journalist Wilborn Hampton gives an eyewitness account of the 1979 nuclear disaster.  This 
book investigates nuclear power through the eyes of a man who saw its effects, while relating 
to Hiroshima and the Chernobyl explosion. 
 

Nickel and Dimed: on (not) getting by in America, by Barbara Ehrenreich 
This book explores an America we do not often hear about: one of work, inequity and 
struggle.  Through her personal undercover exploration of low-wage America, Ehrenreich 
gives the readers a glimpse of the obstacles some Americans face daily. 

 
The World is Flat: a brief history of the twenty-first century, by Thomas L. Friedman 

This book analyzes and discusses the immense technological and cultural changes our world 
is presently experiencing.  It categorizes our present as one of the many great shifts in the 
history of the world – we are in fact partaking in something that will be looked back on as 
pivotal.   
 
 

 
 

 


