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SUGGESTED SUMMER READING  
FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADES 9 and 10 

 
Students are encouraged to read novels or texts that pique their interests, enlighten 
them on future career options, or simply engage their minds.  Below is a collection of 
both fiction and non-fiction texts that have earned some international acclaim.  
Also, feel free to also visit the websites provided in the letter. 

 
 
Alvarez, Julia   How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accent 
Fifteen interconnected stories tell about the immigrant experience of four sisters 
from the Dominican Republic. 
 
Asimov, Isaac   I, Robot 
Dr. Susan Calvin, the first great practitioner of the new science of 
robopsychology in 2008, looks back on her career with U.S. Robotics on the 
occasion of her retirement fifty years later, telling stories of how the mechanical 
race developed. 
 
Brown, Dan   Angels and Demons 
World-renowned Harvard symbologist Robert Langdon is summoned to a Swiss 
research facility to analyze a mysterious symbol seared into the chest of a 
murder victim, where he discovers evidence of the resurgence of an ancient 
brotherhood with a vendetta against the Catholic Church 
 
Chabon, Michael   The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay 
Joe Kavalier has managed to escape from Nazi-occupied Prague, and now he 
must use his cunning wits to help rescue his family from Hitler's evil plans. 
 
Chevalier, Tracy   Girl with a Pearl Earring 
A poor seventeenth-century servant girl knows her place in the household of the 
painter Johannes Vermeer, but when he begins to paint her, nasty whispers and 
rumors circulate throughout the town. 
 
Courtenay, Bryce   The Power of One 
An English boy born in South Africa in 1939 learns to stand up for himself in a 
land of tribal superstition and burgeoning apartheid as he struggles with German 
classmates during WWII. 
 
Diamant, Anita   The Red Tent 
The story of Dinah, the daughter of Jacob, is told from her point of view, 
beginning with the story of her mothers, Leah, Rachel, Zilpah, and Bilhah. These 



wives of Jacob give her the fits that are to sustain her through a damaged youth, 
a calling to midwifery, and a new home in a foreign land. 
 
Dickens, Charles   Great Expectations 
The story of Pip, an orphan in Victorian England who is informed one day that he 
has "great expectations" and is to be educated and reared as a gentleman. 
 
Evans, Nicholas   The Horse Whisperer 
A mother brings her teenage daughter and their horse, Pilgrim, both seriously 
injured by a speeding truck, to the Horse Whisperer in Montana. 
 
Hamill, Pete   Snow in August 
Set in Brooklyn during WWII, an Irish boy becomes friends with a rabbi and 
struggles with neighborhood moral values 
 
Hegi, Ursula Stones from the River 
Trudi Montag a dwarf, living in a small German town, through both world wars, 
learns to find acceptance, because she learns that all humans are different. 
 
Martel, Yann   Life of Pi 
Pi finds himself adrift in the Pacific Ocean, trapped on a 26-foot lifeboat with a 
wounded zebra, a spotted hyena, a seasick orangutan, and a 450-pound Bengal 
tiger named Richard Parker. 
 
Monk Kidd, Sue   The Secret Life of Bees 
It’s 1964, the year of the Civil Rights Act, in Sylvan, S.C.  Fourteen-year old Lily 
is on the lam with servant, Rosaleen, fleeing both Lily’s abusive father T. Ray 
and the police who battered Rosaleen for defending her new right to vote.  This 
is a carefully crafted novel with an inspired depiction of character. 
 
Smith, Betty A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 
Francie grows up in the slums of Brooklyn during the early part of the twentieth 
century, and life treats her badly. Less favored in her family than her brother, 
forced to leave school early, maltreated by fate and by people--she plunges 
forward, indomitable, courageous. 
 
Wolff, Tobias   This Boy’s Life 
Wolff's account of his boyhood and the process of growing up includes paper 
routes, whiskey, scouting, fistfights, friendship, betrayal, and America in the 
fifties. 
 
 


