
Port Jefferson School District 

Earl L. Vandermeulen High School, English Department 

Summer Reading Program - 2017 
 

 

Dear Students and Parents: 

 

We are pleased to announce this year’s summer reading program for students entering grades 9-12 in the fall.  

Summer reading is an important component of student success and it helps reduce “summer slide” or the loss of 

literacy skills that occurs while students are not engaged in regular study.   

 

Our summer reading program incorporates free choice, providing many students with the opportunity to select 

their own books (there are some assigned texts in honors and AP courses).  A recent study from the University of 

Rochester Medical Center showed that “students who were allowed to choose their own summer reading saw 

lower levels of literacy loss over the summer months.” (URMC, April 2015).   

 

Please see the course assignments on the next page.  Students are encouraged to write brief summaries to bring to 

class in September.   

 

 Assigned books are available from your child’s current English teacher until June 23rd.  Students must 

return borrowed books during the first week of school, in September.     

 AP assignments will be distributed and explained at the AP Summer Assignment Fair on Monday, June 

19, at 12 noon.  

 Non-fiction companion articles for juniors and seniors will be distributed to students.  In addition, articles 

for students entering grade 11 will be available in the HS main office and non-fiction articles for grade 12 

can be downloaded from Mrs. Grasso’s E-board or picked up in the main office.        

 

Free choice books can be selected by the student. Resources for finding a voluntary selection include:  

 the New York State Education Department’s Summer Reading Lists for 2017:  

http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/explore.htm (Theme - Every Hero has a Story). 

 award winning book lists, such as the Alex Award,  

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/booklistsawards/alexawards/alexawards.cfm  

       and the Margaret A. Edwards Award, 

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/edwards-award. 

 

Students are encouraged to work with our librarian, Mrs. LaSita, and the librarians at the Port Jefferson 

Public Library (Young Adult Center: 631-507-5707).  

 

In September, all secondary English teachers will incorporate summer reading in class assignments.   If 

you have any questions please speak to your child’s English teacher or contact Mrs. Schmettan, Executive 

Director of Curriculum & Instruction (email: jschmettan@portjeffschools.org or office phone: 631-791-

4291).   

 

Have a wonderful summer.  We look forward to welcoming you back in September, well-rested and well-

read. 

 

 

The High School English Department 

 

 

http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/explore.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/booklistsawards/alexawards/alexawards.cfm
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/edwards-award


 

 

Summer Reading Assignments for 2017 

Required texts are available from your child’s current English teacher until June 23rd.  

 

Grade 9 Regents -   Students select 2 books, one fiction and one non-fiction 

Grade 9 Honors -  Into the Wild, by Jon Krakauer and a voluntary selection (fiction) 

 

Grade 10 Regents -  Students select 2 books, one fiction and one non-fiction 

Grade 10 Honors - To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, and The Lord of the Flies 

by William Golding and a voluntary selection (non-fiction) 

 

Grade 11 Regents - The Things They Carried, by Tim O’Brien, first chapter  

and non-fiction companion articles provided by the teacher  
(copies will be handed out to students, and available in the HS Main Office) 

Grade 11 Honors -  The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald  

and non-fiction companion articles provided by the teacher  
(copies will be handed out to students, and available in the HS Main Office) 

 

Grade 12 Regents -     

1. Read & annotate excerpt from the graphic novel The Cartoon Introduction to Philosophy 

by Michael Patton & Kevin Cannon 

2. Select 3 college/personal essay prompts from list provided & read over sample college 

essays. 

 

Grade 12 Honors -    

1. Read & annotate excerpt from the graphic novel The Cartoon Introduction to 

Philosophy by Michael Patton & Kevin Cannon 

2. Read & annotate "The Metamorphosis" by Franz Kafka 

3. Select 3 college/personal essay prompts from list provided & read over sample college 

essays.   

 

AP Classes – please attend the AP Summer Assignment Seminar on June 19 at 12 noon. 

 
 

 

Have a great summer! 


