
Port Jefferson School District
Bond Vote:  December 12, 2022

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a bond?
With community approval, a bond provides immediate funds for long-term capital projects, such as
modernization of schools, completion of major building system updates and repairs. Unlike a regular
school budget, a bond is financed over a longer period of time. The school district pays off its bonds in an
average of 15 years.   

Why is a bond project needed?
While our school buildings continue to be safe places for our students to experience exceptional learning
opportunities, there are a number of spaces that have been deemed necessary for restoration, renovation
and modernization. For example, our students have been using the music portables at the High School for
more than six decades, and students must cross the delivery parking lot to reach the Technical Education
building. By vacating these two buildings, safety and security issues will be addressed.

What does the project include?
The District is proposing two separate propositions. Priority projects in Proposition 1 include
incorporating all instructional spaces into the Middle School/High School building. These include the
demolition of the music room portables, as well as technology and art room relocation from the Technical
Education building. The first proposition will also update heating and provide air conditioning in the High
School and Elementary School. (The Middle School heating and cooling was updated in summer of 2021)
Additionally, it provides upgrades to bathrooms in the Elementary School classrooms, the Elementary All
Purpose Room (cafeteria) and renovations to MS/HS physical education locker rooms, nurse's office, team
rooms, Well-Fit room and trainer room.

Proposition 2 calls for the installation of a turf athletic field for students and athletes. The second
proposition is contingent on the passing of the first proposition. This means that Proposition 1 must pass
in order to pass Proposition 2.

Doesn’t the District budget for these types of improvements?
Capital improvements of this size cannot be included in the operating budget without significantly
impacting the tax levy. A bond spreads the cost out over a longer period of time, lessening the annual tax
impact and maximizing the use of New York State Building Aid, which for Port Jefferson is estimated to be
about 22.5%.

How was the plan developed?
The plan was developed with input from the Board Facility Committee and a review of the Building and
Conditions Survey. The District also received input from its Citizens Advisory Panel — stakeholders who
provided their objective insight, findings and recommendations to the Board of Education and
Superintendent.  This panel was open to all residents and advertised through mailings, social media and
the newspaper. Additional community members also had multiple opportunities to express concerns and
ask questions during special meetings held over the past year.

What were the driving forces behind the development of the proposed project listing?
During the development of the bond, the District was careful to look at the age of our current buildings,
changes in the methods of the delivery of instruction, technology, demographics, standards for
instructional spaces, and the disruption and cost of such projects. We began the process with a list of
many repairs needed and worked hard to prioritize the repairs to those most critical to our
infrastructural and instructional needs.



Why is the turf field being proposed at the High School?
The turf field is being proposed to provide the best educational and athletic experience for our students.
Athletic turf provides a consistent playing surface for recess, field days, physical education and athletics.
It also increases the field playability ensuring weather issues such as rain and snow will not impact the
ability to prepare or play on the surface.  Athletic turf fields have a lifespan of approximately 10 years and
can withstand rugged weather year round.  Natural grass fields need constant patching and repairing
throughout the year. The increased playability will prevent our student athletes from being transported to
town parks to use turf when our grass field is not playable.

Can I see the projects and tour the schools?
Yes, organized tours are being held on Tuesday, October 18 at 5:00 p.m.; Saturday, October 29 at 9:00 a.m.;
and Thursday, November 17 at 7:00 p.m. Tours begin in the main lobby of the High School/Middle School.
Attendees will be asked to check in at the security vestibule. Tours will last approximately one hour and
allow for questions and answers with administration.

Where and when can I vote?
The vote will take place on Monday, December 12. Polls will be open from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. in the Earl L.
Vandermeulen High School cafeteria.

Do I vote separately for each Proposition?
Yes, each proposition will be voted on separately. However, Proposition No. 1 must pass in order for
Proposition No. 2 to pass.

Why is the vote in December?
Suffolk County Board of Elections provides voting machines to the school districts.  With the primary
elections and then the November 8 election, voting machines are not available until this date.  Although
the District could combine the vote with our annual budget vote, this would delay construction until the
summer of 2024.

How do I get an absentee ballot?
Applications for absentee ballots may be obtained from the District Clerk between the hours of 8:00 a.m.
and 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, except holidays at the District Office, 550 Scraggy Hill Road
631-791-4220.  If the ballot is to be mailed to the voter, the completed application must be received by
the District Clerk not later than 4:00 p.m. on Monday, December 5, 2022. If the ballot is to be delivered
personally to the voter, the completed application must be received by the District Clerk not later than
4:00 p.m. on Friday, December 3, 2022. All absentee ballots must be received by the District Clerk no later
than 5:00 p.m. on the day of the vote.

If the propositions are approved, what will be the tax impact for Port Jefferson School District
residents?
Tax implications for your home can be found here on pages 5 and 6.

Can the District spend more than the amount of an approved bond?
No. By law, the District is prohibited from spending above the amount approved by voters.

When will work begin on the projects?
If approved by the community, the proposed bond projects will be submitted to the New York State
Education Department for its required approval. Pending that process, it is expected the projects will
begin in the summer of 2023. It is anticipated all projects would be completed by the end of summer
2025.

Where can I find more information about the proposals?

http://www.portjeff.k12.ny.us/download/PDFs/Bond2022/SpecialMeeting9-6-22.pdf


Additional information and Board of Education updates throughout the year about the proposed project
can be found on the District’s website: https://www.portjeffschools.org/bond/home.

Questions or comments from community members can also be sent
to: bondquestions@portjeffschools.org
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