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Dear Parents/Guardians: 

As you are well aware, school districts across Long Island have been closed since Friday, March 13th due to the 

COVID-19 virus. During this time, Port Jefferson School District administrators and teaching staff have been 

making preparations for distance learning opportunities to begin on Monday, March 30th.   

Over the past two weeks, our teachers have participated in professional development sessions in order to 

acquire more resources such as Google Classroom, Google Hangouts Meet and Zoom, and how to integrate 

them into their instruction.  Many of our students and teachers are already engaging in virtual learning through 

Google Classroom and will continue to collaborate in this platform.  However, in the event of an extended 

closure, some teachers may choose to utilize online programs such as Zoom or Google Hangouts Meet, allowing 

students and teachers to interact in real time using the camera and microphone features available on most 

devices, i.e. cell phones, Chromebooks, laptops and iPads. These programs afford teachers and students the 

ability to interact face-to-face for classroom discussions, guided reading lessons, etc.  

Please be advised that you will be contacted by your child’s teacher if they plan to use either Google Hangout 

Meets and/or Zoom. We are committed to engaging our community of learners in new ways during this 

challenging time and understand that you may not be comfortable with your child participating in a Google 

Hangouts Meet or Zoom activity.  If you do not want your child to participate in Hangout Meet and/or Zoom 

lessons or activities, please email your building principal no later than Monday, March 30th so that alternate 

plans can be provided for your child by his/her teacher.  

Thank you for your patience and support as we navigate this new virtual learning experience. On behalf of the 

Port Jefferson School District, we hope that you and your families stay healthy and we look forward to seeing 

our students back in school very soon.  

Be well, 

Christine Austen 
Christine Austen 
Assistant Superintendent 

 

 


