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February 1, 2016 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians of Third through Eighth Graders, 

 

I hope this letter finds you well and that 2016 is off to a good start for you and your family.  

 

The first five months of the school year have been filled with extensive learning opportunities for our students locally, as well as a 

good deal of discussion, debate, and change at the State and Federal levels. Since September, there have been several positive 

developments that impact public education across the state: the passing of the Every Student Succeeds Act, recommendations of the 

Governor’s Task Force on aspects of the reform agenda (including a thorough review of the Common Core Standards), a move from 

Pearson to Questar (change for spring of 2017) for the production of the New York State Assessments, promises from Commissioner 

Elia (confirmed in a January 27 memo from NYSED) for 2016 testing to be shorter in content with unlimited time provided to 

students, and a four-year moratorium on the link between New York State Assessments and teacher/principal evaluations. 

 

Certain actions remain a concern, including a December 22 letter received from the U.S. Department of Education threatening 

sanctions, once again, against school districts that fail to have a 95% participation rate. This was featured in the January 23 edition of 

Newsday.  As your superintendent I find the potential sanctions against the district to be unfair and ill-advised. The Port Jefferson 

School District and our community did not bring forward the regulations that caused parents to question the value of the testing 

program and take action to oppose the testing.  The fifty percent refusal rate we saw in 2015 represented, to me, a “vote of no 

confidence” in regulations put forward by NYSED and legislative mandate. 

 

To that end, as a member of both the Executive Board of the Suffolk County School Superintendents Association (SCSSA) and the 

Legislative Committee of the SCSSA, I have spent a good deal of time advocating for continued positive changes in Washington and 

Albany and against sanctions targeting  school districts.  If you are so inclined, please take a few moments to read the correspondence 

sent to both Governor Cuomo and locally elected officials (as well as President Obama) that I have posted to the district website.  

These letters clearly outline the nature of the concerns held and proposed alternative actions.  

 

In September of this year, the Board of Education released a public statement regarding the Educational Reform Agenda (this, too, can 

be found on the district website). Part of the Board statement indicated that the Administration and Board of Education of the Port 

Jefferson School District understand “that the decision of whether or not to participate in a State Assessment is a personal decision and 

ultimately a parent’s choice.  In either case, the decision is afforded mutual respect and appropriate accommodations are made for all 

students.”  
 

With this in mind, it would be helpful for the planning of the 2016 third through eighth grade testing to have a reasonable expectation 

of the number of students that will participate. The NYS English Language Arts (ELA) Assessment is scheduled to begin on April 5, 

and the NYS Mathematics Assessment will begin on April 13.  The NYS Assessments for grades 4 and 8 (only) in Science will follow 

in May and June.  While we understand that this decision requires careful thought and that no final decision needs to be made until the 

spring, we would appreciate if you would fill out and return the bottom of this form to your child’s principal, Mr. Meehan or Dr. 

Neidig by Friday, February 12.  If your child will be participating in the NYSED testing program, there is no need to return the form. 

                 

 

 

 



Thank you in advance for your assistance in the planning process involved in the logistics of testing administration.  Please know that 

whatever decision you make will be respected and supported. Appropriate accommodations will be made in each building for those 

taking the test, and those who will not be tested.  The administration strongly opposes any “sit and stare” practices that may have 

occurred elsewhere. 

 

Should you have any questions regarding the administration of the assessments or the exams themselves, please do not hesitate to 

contact the building administration, our Executive Director of Curriculum and Instruction, Mrs. Hull, or me. We are happy to answer 

any questions or speak to any concerns you may have. We look forward to working with you to make each student’s educational 

experience one that will help every student reach his/her full potential. 

 

Warm Regards, 

 

Ken Bossert, Ed.D. 
 

Ken Bossert, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

New York State Assessment Participation 
 

 

 

Student Name: _________________________________________ 

 

 

Grade: _______________________________________________  Classroom Teacher (3-5): _________________________ 

 

 

_____ My child will not participate in the New York State Assessments in English/Language Arts 

 

_____ My child will not participate in the New York State Assessments in Mathematics 

 

_____ My child will not participate in the New York State Assessment in Science (grades 4 and 8 only) 

 

 

 

 

Parent Signature: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

*Please return this form (through your child’s teacher) to the building Principal by Friday, February 12. 

 

**If, at this time, you do plan to have your child participate in the assessments, there is no need to return this form. 
 

  

  
    
  

  
 

  

 


