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April 2013 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
It has come to my attention that some of our students are participating in new social networking sites such as 
Instagram.  These websites can be accessed via the internet, iPods, iPads, etc.  Sites such as these are 
providing outlets for children to cyber bully others.  I have recently received reports of alleged cyber bullying, 
account hacking, and the creation of fake or anonymous profiles.  I’m using this opportunity as a “teachable 
moment”, and have explained to the fifth grade students that engaging in such behavior can very easily 
become a legal matter.  We also had a discussion about responsible internet use and the concept of leaving an 
“electronic footprint” behind with whatever they do online. 
 
It is possible for your children to be contacted by and participate in exchanges with strangers on these 
websites.  In the interest of student safety, I strongly urge parents to proactively monitor their children’s 
activity online.  You may wish to ask your children if they subscribe to any of these websites and review 
privacy settings together as well as comments they and their friends have posted.  There are many resources 
available for additional advice about online safety and security.  Please visit the links below for more 
information: 
 
http://www.onguardonline.gov/topics/protect-kids-online and http://cyberbullyinghelp.com  
 
It is important for you to know that if you believe your child’s account has been hacked or that they are being 
bullied or harassed on the internet, you may contact the Suffolk County Police Department Computer Crimes 
Division and file a report. 
 
After my discussions with students, many of them shared that they thought that they should delete their 
Instagram accounts, since the site requires users to be age 13 or older.  At the very least, they have been 
advised to delete any activity that could harm others, regardless of their intention. 
 
The PTSA will be hosting a workshop on cyber bullying next Wednesday evening.  I encourage all parents to 
consider attending this important meeting.  As always, we will continue to emphasize internet safety and 
digital citizenship with the students at school, and your help at home is appreciated to ensure that all children 
are protected. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Thomas Meehan 
Principal 
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